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The Commands of Our Lord

“Great Commission II”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.

Matt 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

Matt 28:20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
As I said last week, not everyone is authorized to baptize.  I have baptized once when I was helping a pastor at a Southern Baptist church but church bylaws generally only allow ordained pastors to baptize.  Last week I discussed disciplining Christians and this week I want to briefly discuss teaching Christians to observe all that Jesus commands.  This year I am writing to you all about obeying the commands of Jesus so I am involved in the teaching aspect of the great commission.  I also teach a Sunday School (SS) class so I am doubly involved in teaching fellow Christians.  I know that many of you are also involved in teaching Christians; some by teaching SS classes; a few by being a pastor; and many of you by teaching your children and/or grandchildren.  I take my teaching role very seriously as I always remember a critical verse for people considering teaching in the Christian environment:
James 3:1 “Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur a stricter judgment.”

I always try to back up everything I teach with firm Scripture references for I am not interested in my own opinions, but I desperately want to know and to teach God’s word for He is the authority.  When someone argues about some Biblical topic I want to put them in the role of arguing with God and not with me.  So when considering the elaboration of some topic the Word of God is authoritative.  There will always be people who are so infatuated with their own knowledge and their own voice that they just teach based upon their own viewpoint and without any Biblical basis.  These false teachers have been around forever and there will always be plenty of them who teach false doctrines:
2Peter 2:1 “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.”
I believe that the time has been here for many years already when people no longer want to hear the Word of God if it seems judgmental or makes them uncomfortable in some way.  

2Tim 4:3 “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires;”

The above verse is a condemnation upon many congregations of people who populate churches today.  Preachers tell these people that God wants them to be happy, materially successful, and with no diseases.  I don’t listen long to any television broadcast that lifts up such preachers but I have occasionally listened for brief time periods to such preaching.  If people were not described as in 2Tim 4:3 then those preachers would be unemployed.  However, many people flock to such churches.  If the focus of the ministry of Jesus was of earthly matters then He would have healed everyone and made everyone materially successful.  Look carefully at the lives of the Apostles (certainly the most mature Christians the world has known) and see if they had no physical problems and were rich.  Jesus Himself had no material riches while He was on earth.  The false teachers’ do not compare favorably with Biblical examples.  Teaching is a gift and, as I said before, not everyone should expect to have the gift of teaching.  

Eph 4:11 “And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,”

People given the gift of teaching should exercise it regularly in some setting.  Although every Christian does not have a spiritual gift of teaching, every Christian should be involved in teaching at some level.  Perhaps they should be teaching their children and/or grandchildren the ways of the Lord.  There is a correlation between disciplining and teaching and both are separately important.  I wrote an article on teaching that may be of interest to you and I would like to encourage you to read it if you seriously considering teaching: http://livingtheology.com/Teachers.htm. The basic Greek word for to teach is "didaktikos".  The form "didasko" is used 98 times in the New Testament and some examples of its use are: 

· Mat 4:23 "teaching in their synagogues, and preaching" 

· Mat 5:2 "he opened his mouth, and taught them." 

· 1Cor 4:17 "as I teach every where in every church." 

· Col 3:16 "teaching every man in all wisdom" 

· 2Tim 2:2 "who shall be able to teach others also" 

Regarding its use in God’s word, you can see that it usually means expositing the Word of God in some formal gathering such as at a conference.  The usage in Col 3:16 is with one person or a few people.  If you have the gift of teaching, the Holy Spirit will not allow you to not teach.  So be alert for opportunities to teach in small or large groups and remember that to be a teacher favored by God you must know the Word of God.  So study the Bible and read commentaries by some of God’s great teachers.  The first part of Col 3:16 is: “Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching.”

So this week concentrate on letting some portion of God’s Word richly dwell within you.
























